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First Sunday of Lent 

 Today’s readings suggest two different meanings and experiences of baptism. The 

second reading (from 1 Peter) makes an analogy between Noah’s ark and Christian 

baptism: just as Noah and his family were saved from death by going through the waters 

of the flood in the ark, Christians are saved from sin and death by going through the 

waters of baptism. The first reading, from Genesis, portrays the world after the flood: 

washed clean of its prior wickedness, embraced by God’s promises that the world will 

never again be destroyed by water. The psalmist expresses a desire to follow the ways of 

God, as if re-establishing the harmony between God and humanity destroyed by sin. This 

peaceful scene is very different from the drama and urgency in Mark’s description of Jesus 

after his baptism. Jesus battles demons, receives sustenance from angels, and begins 

preaching: “Repent. The kingdom of God is at hand.” 
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Mass Schedule 

 

Monday—Saturday 

 8:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 

5:00 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am & 12 Noon 

 

Friday  Feb, 26 

12:00 pm 

No Mass 

Lenten Stations of the 
Cross  

Fridays at 12:45 PM in the 
Church 

Reconciliation  

Saturday 4:30 pm—4:45 pm 

Sunday 9:30 am—9:45 am 

             11:30—11:45 am 

Business Hours  

Closed due to the Pandemic 

 

 

   

Altar Society  

 Jean Simon, 281-427-4901 

Knights of Peter Claver 

 Terry Alfred,  281-743-2491 

Ladies Auxiliary 

 Traci Owens, 832-525-1508 

Adult Gospel Choir 

 Michele Ebow, 281-421-0055 

Cemetery Committee Representative 

                James Fretty, 281-426-3187 

Bereavement Committee Representative 

                Charlotte Allen, 281-421-7042 

 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 

THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON– HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Staffed by the Josephites since 1948 

    Rev. Fr. David Begany, SSJ 

               Administrator 
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PARISH INFORMATION SCHEDULE 
Baptism Class –  By Appointment 

Baptisms - The Sunday after the class 
Marriages -  Contact the Pastor 6 months in advance. 

 THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

AUDIO DAILY READINGS 

Visit: www.ourcatholicfaith.org/readings to hear the daily readings. 

 

The Administrator's Desk 

Once again, the Lenten season began with the unexpected.  A 

winter storm devastated the state of Texas affecting both 

homes and businesses.  People are displaced from homes, 

have water damage, or suffered the inconvenience of living 

without heat and water.  Perhaps the Lord is calling us to even 

deeper penance this Lent.  The trials which God permits, 

according to the Bible, can be to test our faith or to help us 

grow in it.  While the effects of the storm will pass and we 

will recover, it may be an invitation from the Lord to enter 

more deeply into Lent.  To sacrifice, to pray, and to be 

merciful as this season challenges us to do is an opportunity to 

grow more dependent on God and restore his importance in 

our lives.  Let us take advantage of this opportunity.  

********************************************** 

PRAYER TO  THE HOLY FAMILY 

Lord Jesus Christ, who, being made subject to Mary and 

Joseph did consecrate domestic life by thy ineffable virtues:  

grant that we, with the assistance of both, may be taught by 

the example of The Holy Family  and may attain to its 

everlasting fellowship.   Who lives and reigns world without 

end.  Amen. 

 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love you above all things and I desire to receive 

you in my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive you 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself 

wholly to you.  Never permit me to be separated from you.  

Amen.  

******************* 

Praying for You 

Since the winter storm, I have spoken to a few people who have 

had water damage and who suffered without heat.  My hope and 

prayer is that you will be able to return home soon and have your 

residences restored.  

 

 

 
SUNDAY TV MASS: 

FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

KUBE, Channel 57.1 at 9:30 a.m., or 

www.HeartoftheNation.org 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sat. 2/20/21      5:00 p.m.  For Repose of the soul of James Fruge   

Sun.   2/21/21     9:00 a.m.  For the People of Holy Family Catholic Church 

Sun.   2/21/21    12:00 p.m.  For Those Displaced by last week's winter storms  

Mon. 2/22/21     8:00  a.m. A special intention of Fr. David   

Tue.   2/23/21     8:00 a.m.   Guidance for the leadership of Harris County in response to the winter storm  

Wed.  2/24/21    8:00 a.m.    A holy Lent for the people of Holy Family Parish  

Thu.   2/25/21    8:00 a.m.   For cooperation among government and industrial leaders to adequately prepare for future storms  

Fri.     2/26/21    8:00 a.m.  For guidance to government, hospitals, and corporations as they seek to vaccinate against COVID-19  

Fri.     2/26/21    12:00 p.m.  NO MASS 

Harris County to provide $159 Million in Rental Assistance Due 

to the Pandemic Go to the website  

www.HoustonHarrisHelp.org  

for application information. 

2021 Diocesan Services Fund (DSF):  

“Walk in the Light of Christ” 

DSF has restarted.  Thank you for your generosity last year.  

Due to the effects of the pandemic we were about $2500 short 

of our goal.  Thanks  to your generosity this shortfall will be 

paid from our other funds.  This year, Fr. David is asking those 

who can, to increase their DSF gift by any amount that you 

can.  He has promised to  do the same.  The funds will be used 

to fund CCE and Adult Religious Education programs, Catholic 

school education, Vocations, and Financial Assistance to lower 

income parishes. Any gift is welcomed and appreciated.  Please 

mail it to the parish  or drop your gift in the collection basket.  

Thank you. 

http://www.houstonharrishelp.org/
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REPENT AND BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL 

 Lent is the time of year we devote to scrutinizing our 

lives in the light of our baptism into the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. Today’s readings are a nice shorthand 

catechism of what our baptized lives mean. As Noah 

passed through the waters of the flood to a covenant with 

God, so did we enter into a covenant, a promised 

relationship with God through our baptism. 

 Peter’s letter gives an explicit explanation of what our 

baptism means: it is an appeal we make to God for a clear 

conscience. How do we obtain this clear conscience? The 

words proclaimed by Jesus immediately following his 

temptation show us the way: “Repent, and believe in the 

gospel” (Mark 1:15). It might be a good spiritual exercise 

to keep these readings before us throughout the entire 

season of Lent, a means to help us return to a life lived by 

our baptismal promises. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — I will set my bow in the clouds to serve 

as a sign of the covenant between me and the earth 

(Genesis 9:8-15). 

Psalm — Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those 

who keep your covenant (Psalm 25). 

Second Reading — The water of the flood prefigured 

baptism, which saves you now (1 Peter 3:18-22). 

Gospel — Jesus was tempted by Satan, and the angels 

ministered to him (Mark 1:12-15) 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;  

 Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8;  

 Mt 7:7-12 

Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 

Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10,  

 15-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 

 

 

 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: First Sunday of Lent; Rite of Election;  

 Rite of Calling the Candidates  

 to Continuing Conversion; Rite of Sending  

Monday: Washington’s Birthday;  

 Julian Calendar Lent begins 

Tuesday: St. Polycarp 

Thursday: Purim (Jewish observance) begins at sunset 

Friday: Abstinence 

Saturday: St. Gregory of Narek 

 

FEAST OF FAITH 

Seasonal Changes for the Liturgies of Lent 

 Today is the First Sunday of Lent. During this season 

of preparation for Easter, our churches look stark and 

simple—no flowers at the altar, no festive banners or 

decorations. And our liturgies feel different, too. The organ 

is quiet except to accompany the singing of the assembly. 

The Gloria, our Sunday song of rejoicing, is not heard 

except on solemnities, and we will not sing the Alleluia, 

our joyful acclamation of praise, until the Easter Vigil. 

“Alleluia cannot always / Be our song while here below,” 

says an eleventh-century hymn. “Alleluia our 

transgressions / Make us for a while forego; / For the 

solemn time is coming / When our tears for sins must flow” 

(Alleluia dulce carmen, J. M. Neale, trans.). 

 These changes in the liturgy will catch our attention, 

and make us eager for the festive outpouring of joy that 

will return with Easter. This year, may the stripped-away 

liturgies of Lent remind us to strip away what is not 

essential in our lives to make space for the crucified and 

risen One, and thus to be ready to sing “Alleluia” once 

again when Easter returns. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

THE QUALITY OF CHANGE 

 To change and to change for the better are two different 

things. 
—German proverb 

 

BEAUTY IN FORGIVENESS 

 Humanity is never so beautiful as when praying for 

forgiveness, or else forgiving another. 
—Jean P. F. Richter 
 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Lent 

February 21, 2021 
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 

 teach me your paths. 

— Psalm 25:4 
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Visit www.holyfamilycatholicchurchmcnairtx.org to see more 

photos of the Activity Center and Banquet Hall. 

 

BUSINESS AD COST 
                  
                 6 Months / 1 Year 
1 Space ….      $75  /  $150 
2 Spaces….   $125  /  $250 
3 Spaces….   $175  /  $350 
4 Spaces….   $225  /  $450 
    + Color…    $25  /    $50 
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