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Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 The end of 2 Chronicles claims that “all the princes of Judah, the priests, and 

the people” were continuously unfaithful to their covenant with God. This infidelity 

ultimately led to seventy years of exile in Babylon, after which Cyrus, the Persian 

ruler who conquered Babylon, allows the people of Israel to return home and 

rebuild their temple; the Psalmist reflects on the bitterness of those seventy years. 

Paul is lyrical in praising God “who is rich in mercy” and who “brought us to life” 

with Christ, while the evangelist recounts preaching by Jesus on this same theme. This 

is the section of John that includes the oft-memorized John 3:16: “For God so loved 

the word . . .” All three readings emphasize God’s desire to rescue—or redeem—

humanity from pain and suffering.     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Mass Schedule 

 

Monday—Saturday 

 8:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 

5:00 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am & 12 Noon 

 

Friday   

12 Noon 

Lenten Stations of the 

Cross  

Friday 
12:45 pm & 7:00 pm  

  in the Church 

Reconciliation  

Saturday 4:15 pm—4:45 pm 

Sunday 9:15 am—9:45 am 

 

Business Hours  

Financial Matters: call office 

on Mondays  

 

Other Business: call office 

Tuesday-Friday  

 

 

   

Altar Society  

 Jean Simon, 281-427-4901 

Knights of Peter Claver 

 Terry Alfred,  281-743-2491 

Ladies Auxiliary 

 Traci Owens, 832-525-1508 

Adult Gospel Choir 

 Michele Ebow, 281-421-0055 

Cemetery Committee Representative 

                James Fretty, 281-426-3187 

Bereavement Committee Representative 

                Charlotte Allen, 281-421-7042 

 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
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    Rev. Fr. David Begany, SSJ 

               Administrator 
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PARISH INFORMATION SCHEDULE 
Baptism Class –  By Appointment 

Baptisms - The Sunday after the class 
Marriages -  Contact the Pastor 6 months in advance. 

 THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

AUDIO DAILY READINGS 

Visit: www.ourcatholicfaith.org/readings to hear the daily readings. 

 

The Administrator's Desk 

 

At the beginning of the Gospel this Sunday, Jesus refers to "the 
serpent lifted-up" by Moses. He is talking about a command given 
by God that those who were suffering from a poisonous insect 
bite would be healed by gazing on the image of a serpent. If they 
could be healed of a bodily infection by looking at an image of one 
of God's creatures, how much more easily would they be healed by 
looking and calling on His Son raised on a Cross. In all of our 
needs, let us look upon the crucified Christ and ask for his 
assistance.  

********************************************** 

PRAYER TO  THE HOLY FAMILY 

Lord Jesus Christ, who, being made subject to Mary and Joseph did 

consecrate domestic life by thy ineffable virtues:  grant that we, with 

the assistance of both, may be taught by the example of The Holy 

Family  and may attain to its everlasting fellowship.   Who lives and 

reigns world without end.  Amen. 

 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you as if you were already 

there and unite myself wholly to you.  Never permit me to be 

separated from you.  Amen.                         
                                  ******************* 

Lenten Stations of the Cross 

Fr. David will be returning home to visit his family.  There will be no 

weekday 8 AM morning Mass and no Stations of the Cross.  The 

schedule will return to normal when Fr. David returns.  In his 

absence, Fr. Brian Fox, SSJ will celebrate the weekend Masses at their 

usual times. 

************* 

COVID-19 Mass Requirements Will Continue  

In light of Gov. Abbott's elimination of mandatory face coverings 

during the pandemic, Cardinal DiNardo's medical advisers have 

recommended that all churches within the Archdiocese continue 

current health practices: mask wearing, social distancing, and use of 

hand sanitizers. This will protect the vulnerable among us.  Thank 

you. 

 MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat. 3/13/21    5:00 p.m.  For Michael Smith (Birthday) as requested by Frances Laday  

Sun.   3/14/21    9:00 a.m.  For the People of Holy Family Catholic Church 

Sun.   3/14/21    12:00 p.m. For people around the world who live in war, injustice and poverty hat they might find hope in our risen Lord.  

Mon. 3/15/21    8:00 a.m.   No Mass  

Tue.   3/16/21    8:00 a.m.   No Mass  

Wed.  3/17/21    8:00 a.m.   No Mass  

Thu.   3/18/21    8:00 a.m.   No Mass  

Fri.     3/19/21    8:00 a.m.   No Mass  

Sat  3/20/21   8:00 p.m.   Mass  

Harris County to provide $159 Million in Rental Assistance 

Due to the Pandemic Go to the website  

www.HoustonHarrisHelp.org  

2021 Diocesan Services Fund (DSF):  

“Walk in the Light of Christ” 

On behalf of the Finance Council and myself, I want to thank you for your 

generosity to the DSF campaign last year.  We understand that many of you 

are facing financial hardships including unemployment; we are united with 

you and praying for you.  For the 2021 DSF campaign we are asking those 

who have the ability to contribute $300 per family.  For those who cannot, 

a gift of any amount will be appreciated.  Please make your checks payable 

to “Holy Family Catholic Church” and mail-in to the office or put in the 

weekend collection.”    Thank you.  Fr. David  

COVID-19 Vaccine  

The Harris County website has signup information for the vaccine.  Please 

go to: https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov for directions to register.  Or, 

you may call 832-927-8787 (Harris County Public Health) to register for an 

appointment.  Soon local pharmacies will also be vaccinating the general 

public. 

"imagine Baytown" 

Citizens are requested to help Baytown planners prepare for the immediate 

and long range development of the city.  'Ad Hoc Committees' are being 

formed.  Please go to baytown.org You may also call Brian Moran at  

281-420-6690 for more information.  A postcard is also available on the table 

Magnificat Lenten Companion is Available 

Please pick-up a copy of the “Magnificat Lenten Companion” for your Lenten prayer and meditation.  Large print and a 

few Spanish Language additions are available. Take one for a fellow parishioner, family member, neighbor, or friend.  

They are on the table in the church vestibule. 

http://www.houstonharrishelp.org/
https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/
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GOD’S MERCY 

 Today’s reading from the second book of Chronicles 

contains a sort of “mini-history” of Israel. It highlights God’s 

mercies in choosing Cyrus the Persian to be an instrument of 

deliverance when the people were in captivity in Babylon. 

Despite their sinfulness and the deserved punishment they 

were undergoing, God’s mercy was lavished on the people in 

the form of a miraculous act of liberation. 

 The Letter to the Ephesians, in much more theological 

terms, gives a similar account of a God “who brought us to 

life with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” The 

author stresses that it was when we were “dead in our 

transgressions” that God saved us, an act of pure grace. He 

emphasizes that it is not our own efforts that freed us from 

sin (“this is not from you”); rather, “it is the gift of God.” 

This, of course, is the heart of the entire Pauline corpus, 

that salvation comes to us by faith in God’s mercy, 

revealed in the death of Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are 
revealed in the exile and liberation of the chosen people  
(2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23) or 1 Samuel 16: 
1b, 6-7, 10-13a. 
Psalm — Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 
(Psalm 137) or Psalm 23. 
Second Reading — By grace you have been saved 
(Ephesians 2:4-10) or Ephesians 5:8-14. 
Gospel — The Son was sent by God so that the world 
might be saved through him (John 3:14-21) or John 9:1-41 
[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;  
 Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or  
 Lk 2:41-51a 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15; Heb 5:7-9;  
 Jn 12:20-33  
 Alternate readings (Year A):  
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Lent; Second Scrutiny;  

 Daylight Saving Time begins 

Wednesday: St. Patrick 

Thursday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

Friday: St. Joseph; Abstinence 

Saturday: Spring begins 

 

FEAST OF FAITH 

Lent, a Season of the Word 

 Each year on the First Sunday of Lent we hear one of 

the Gospel accounts of the temptation of Jesus. In Luke’s 

account, the devil cites the scriptures repeatedly, urging 

Jesus to interpret them in a false, self-serving way—if God 

sends angels to protect those whom God loves (as it says in 

Psalm 91), then prove it! But Jesus resists this insidious 

temptation by turning to scripture passages that tell of right 

relationship with God—living by God’s word, trusting in 

God, and worshiping God alone. 

 Jesus himself listened to the inspired word of God and 

let it shape and form him. Through the liturgy, we do the 

same. The readings we hear at Mass can teach us, but that 

is not their primary function. Rather, the scriptures are 

meant to reveal the Lord to us, to let us experience his 

presence, and to form us in our Christian identity. Christ’s 

presence is realized by his spoken word, “since it is he 

himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read in 

the Church” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 7). In the 

readings proclaimed at Mass, we hear the voice of Christ 

himself. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

GOD UPHOLDS ME 

 I take for my sureties: The power of God to guide me, 

the might of God to uphold me, the wisdom of God to teach 

me, the eye of God to watch over me, the ear of God to 

hear me, the word of God to give me speech, the hand of 

God to protect me, the way of God to go before me, the 

shield of God to shelter me. 
—St. Patrick 

 

BLOSSOMS AND FRUIT 

 Unless a tree has borne blossoms in spring, you will 

vainly look for fruit on it in autumn. 
—Walter Scott 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 14, 2021 
God did not send his Son into the world  

to condemn the world,  

but that the world might be saved through him. 

— John 3:17 
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CCE for Young and Old 

CCE will resume this Wednes-
day in the Family  
Center at 6 PM.  Shantal Frazier 
is looking for 
High School Students to teach!  
This may be 
an opportunity for them to "get 
out of the  
house," be in a safe environ-
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Visit www.holyfamilycatholicchurchmcnairtx.org to see more 

photos of the Activity Center and Banquet Hall. 

 

BUSINESS AD COST 
                  
                 6 Months / 1 Year 
1 Space ….      $75  /  $150 
2 Spaces….   $125  /  $250 
3 Spaces….   $175  /  $350 
4 Spaces….   $225  /  $450 
    + Color…    $25  /    $50 
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